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Brovo Project, site perspective along Rio Grande. 

T H E S E FOUR A R C H I T E C - B R A V O P R O J E C T , 
TURAL DESIGN PROJECTS B R O W N S V I L L E 
A D D R E S S W I D E L Y D I V E R -

GENT BUT C H A R A C T E R I S T I C 

C O N D I T I O N S A L O N G THE 

T E X A S - T A M A U L I P A S BORDER. 

C O L O N I A L A S P A L M A S IS 

A H Y P O T H E T I C A L D E S I G N 

P R O D U C E D I N 1 9 9 2 BY 

D A N I E L M . H E W E T T W H I L E 

A S T U D E N T AT R I C E 

U N I V E R S I T Y . T H E P A R I S I A N 

A R C H I T E C T J E A N M A R C 

G A U T H I E R C O L L A B O R A T E D 

IN 1 9 8 8 W I T H L A U R I E 

M A N N ON THE B R A V O 

P R O J E C T , A TOURIST-

ORIENTED ECONOMIC D E V E L -

O P M E N T SCHEME LOCATED 
I N B R O W N S V I L L E T H A T 

W A S NOT B U I L T . S T I L L IN 

THE P L A N N I N G STAGES ARE 

A P R O P O S E D B U L L R I N G FOR 

N U E V O L A R E D O , D E S I G N E D 

BY L O N G O R I A / P E T E R S , 

A N D A HOUSE I N LAR EDO 

BY F R A N K A S S O C I A T E S . 

The Bravo Project comprises a 90-room 
hotel, an office building, and a retail, 
entertainment, ami meeting tenter to he 
built alongside the International Boundary 
and Water Commission levee on the 
left hank of the Rio Grande. Adjacent to 
downtown Brownsville and halfway 
between the Gateway Bridge and the 
B & M Bridge connecting Brownsville to 
Matamoros, the Bravo looks across the 
green space of the river's channel toward 
the Colonia Jardin in Matamoros. 

The Bravo Project was designed 
to provide a promenade for people to 
stroll along the river. It responds to the 
configuration of its 12-acre site with a 
linear system of walkways that distribute 
visitors to various activity centers within 
the complex. Low vaulted bays comprise 
a repeating structural system and are 
located on one level, above on-site 
parking; they correspond geometrically to 
walled semicylindrical courts that serve as 
private loggias for the hotel rooms. 
Offices have access to rooftop meeting 
rooms, while shops and restaurants are 
mllei ti d in .i sheltered, open-ait plaza 
that extends outward to a water garden. 
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C O L O N I A LAS 
P A L M A S , 
H I D A L G O C O U N T Y 

This project began with a visit to several 
• olonius in the vicinity of Progreso, in 
Hidalgo County. Colonias originated in 
the 1950s as unplatted residential 
subdivisions for migrant farmworker 
families in unincorporated rural areas. 

Colonia Las Palmas, in southeastern 
I lidalgo County between Progreso and 
the south levee ol the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley's main floodway, was founded in 
1974 and now contains approximately 
100 single-family houses. Colonia Las 

an office, three classrooms, and 
a large ceramics workshop. Some 
materials were available: concrete, 
telephone poles, salvaged wood, and 
units of manufactured housing. Space 
for a plaza-playground was also needed. 

The community center's three manufac-
tured housing modules - one ar right 
angles to the other two - contain all 
program spaces except the ceramics 
workshop, which occupies an open-air 
basement beneath the modules and is 
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Daniel M. Hewett, community tenter, Colonia Los Palmas, cross section. 
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Community center, site plan. 

Palmas has electricity and telephone 
service. There are no paved streets, 
sewage lines, or septic tanks. A single 
well provides potable water for the 
entire colonia. 

\n consultation with Aida Gonzalez, 
director of Colonias del Valle, a working 
program was drafted for a community 
center to contain a meeting room and 

! space for a branch of the county library, 

I 
J 
« 

directly accessible from the plaza. A grid 
of telephone poles supports canopies 
made of sheets of translucent corrugated 
fiberglass. These provide shade and 
compensate for the small scale of the 
modular units. Use of the same materials 
and techniques employed in residential 
construction wil l enable the residents of 
Colonia Las Palmas to build the commu 
niry center themselves. 

Jean Marc Gauthier with Laurie Mann, Bravo Project, Brownsville, interior perspective. 



F R A N K H O U S E , 
L A R E D O 
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P L A Z A DE T O R O S , 
N U E V O L A R E D O 

Referred to by its designers as the 
"House Hetween T w o Coun t r ies , ' ' the 
Frank House explores several dual i t ies: 
American versus Mex i ca n cu l tu ra l 
influences, regional versus un iversa l , 
modern versus archaic, and urban 
versus suburban . 

The house owes as much to l.e Corbus ic r 
as it does to the massive dwel l ings o l 
Laredo's I Nth-century settlers, l o c a t e d in 
a new suburb , i i is designed as a wal led 
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Longorio/Pelets, architects 
Plata de Toros, Nuevo Laredo, roof plan 
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Frank House, site plan. 

compound reminiscent of the fortresses 
that once were bu i l t in the area to protect 
against Ind ian at tacks. T o d a y the wal ls 
offer pro tect ion I ro in ihe visual aggression 
of Laredo's newest suburbs, as we l l as 
f rom the region's harsh c l ima te , o f w h i c h 
iIn.- project 's designers w r i t e : " A b u r n i n g 

Frank House, ground Moor plan. 

sun, very b r igh t , the air is d ry and the 
mesqui te trees of fer l i t t le shadow o r 
shelter. 'The stark c lar i ty invi tes d e l i r i u m . 

Frank Associates, Laredo 
Project T e a m : V iv iana F rank , 
Frank Ro tno fsky , Pedro Mora les , Jr., 
Oscar Perez, and V i c to r Sotelo. 

Plain de Toros, perspective. 

A w o r k in progress, the 9,000-scat Plaza 
de To ros in Nuevo Laredo explores bo th 
ancient and con tempora ry r i tuals. A 
complete circle in p lan , the b u l l r i n g is 
d iv ided in to t w o halves accord ing to the 
t rad i t i ona l separat ion o f so/ (sun) and 
sanihnt ( shadow l . I lie abstract f igure o f 
this bu i l d ing type is ca l ibrated to the 
movement o f the ear th a round the sun. 
Seating is accommodated in t w o decks in 
order to decrease the diameter and create 
a more in t imate setting. A circle o f pr ivate 
boxes is suspended betwet n I he ! « ' K , I , I 
IN place decks. C i r cu la t i on to the var ious 
levels is i n te r tw ined to magn i fy pageantry 
du r ing the entrance and exit of the c rowds. 

N o t on ly a sett ing for corridas, a bu l l r i ng 
is . I IS I I .1 major l andmark in any M e x i c a n 
c i ty . Every th ing f r o m concerts to po l i t i ca l 
rallies w i l l take place here. Located at the 
edge of Nuevo I aredo in a fas t -g rowing 
area o f modest housing, the Plaza de Toros 
wi l l prov ide a catalyst and a model for the 
subsequent development o f its surroundings. 

Park ing is conceived as a per iod ic use 
in w h a t w i l l be p r ima r i l y a shaded civic-
space sur rounded by commerce. Th is w i l l 
p rov ide the evo lv ing ne ighborhood w i t h 
a p laza, a l ively focus in a p redominan t l y 
pedestr ian c i ty . 
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Longoria/Peters, I touston 
Pro ject T e a m : Rafael Longo r i a , Patr ick Peters, H . Bel l indn Oso r i a , Lynne Sutter, Sergio 
As to rga , A lbe r to B o n o m i , Sam M a n d o l a , and Gary Garc ia . 

Frank Associates, Frank House, Laredo, model. Piaia de Toros, model. 
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Documenting Neutra's 
Kraigher House 
M E A S U R E D 

D R A W I N G S B Y 

D A V I D P A Y N E 

The Kra igher House was designed and 
bui l t in 1937 on wha t were then the 
ou tsk i r t s o f Brownsv i l le . I oday , the 
compac t , two-s to ry house sits in the 
midd le o f a l ight ly w o o d e d six-acre t ract 
thai faces I'aredes Line Road and is in 
sight of the U.S. 77-83 Expressway. Yet 
l o o k i n g out the south- fac ing n h h o n 
w i n d o w s o f the l i v ing r o o m , or s tand ing 
on the expansive second-f loor terrace 
deck, it is possible t o imagine oneself in 
the coun t r y , where the loudest sound is 
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Deloil of entrant!? 

the rus t l ing of mescpiitc and pa lm trees in 
the constant GuU breeze. 

t icurgc Kra ig ln r, w h o bui l l the bouse, 
was atT execut ive o f I'an Amer i can W o r l d 
A i rways , w h i c h ma in ta ined a sect ion o f 
its La t in Amer ican d iv is ion in Browns-
vi l le between 1929 and 1944. Los 
Angeles arch i tec tura l h is tor ian T h o m a s S. 
Mines in terv iewed George Kra igher in 
1977 wh i le p repar ing his b o o k , Richard 
Ncutni and the Search /o r Modem 
Architecture 11982). Kra igher t o l d I l ines 
that he was impressed by a modern house 
he saw wh i le on a visit t o Los Angeles in 

1 >". t racked d o w n the name o f its 
archi tect , R ichard N e u t r a , and commis -
sioned N e u t r a , one o f the most in f luen t ia l 
p roponents of the M o d e r n M o v e m e n t in 
the U.S., to design his house in 
Brownsv i l le . Acco rd ing t o 1 l ines, this was 
the f irst bu i l d ing constructed to Neut ra 's 
design in the U.S. outside Ca l i f o rn ia . It 
was also the first M o d e m house in Texas. 
Kra igher , w h o eventual ly had Neut ra 
design a ret i rement house fo r h im in 
L i t ch f ie ld , Connect icu t , in lL>^S, gave 
I l ines t w o renderings that Neu t ra made 
o f the design: the first for a one-s tory 
house, the second of the house as bu i l t . 
The Brownsv i l le cont rac tor A. W . Neck 
frv Sons bui l t the Kra igher 1 louse for the 
contract sum of $5 ,000 . Neut ra never 
traveled to Brownsville. Construction 
was supervised by the Brownsv i l le 
architect Frank L. G o d w i n . The Kra igher 
I louse was publ ished in the M a y 19.19 
issue o f Architectural Record as " O p e n -
Planned, W i n d o w - W a l l e d 1 louse in 

Southwest . " In 19,19 Neu t ra submi t ted a 
s l ight ly enlarged version o f the Kra igher 
I louse design to the Ladies' Home 
Journal's N a t i o n a l Smal l House 
C o m p e t i t i o n . 

I In- Kra igher 1 louse is a t i gh tb packed 
compos i t i on o f i n te r lock ing l . -p lanncd 
spaces, con ta in ing 2.44f i square feet o f 
l ivable space (this does not coun t the 
ni l - . ice deck or two-ca r garage). Neut ra 's 
p lann ing was so ad ro i t , however , that the 
inter iors seem open and expansive rather 
than compressed. Wha t most d is t ingu ish-
es the Kra igher 1 louse f r o m Neut ra ' s 
t a l i lo rn ia houses i-. its lac k ol gn iittul 
level, o u t d o o r l i v i ng space. There is a 
smal l porch o f f the l i v ing r o o m , bu t 
neither a pat io no r a screened loggia, 
w h i c h were character is t ic o f Neu t ra 
houses in the more ben ign, less insect-
r idden c l imate of Southern Ca l i f o rn ia . 

Since the 1970s the Kra igher 1 louse has 
been used as rental p roper ty . D u r i n g the 
| 9 ~ 0 S , I'aredes I me Road ceased being a 

coun t r y h ighway and became instead a 
commerc ia l s t r ip . T h u s the value o f the 
six-acre site is considered by its owners , 
the Franke Realty C o m p a n y , as highest 
lo r commerc ia l use. The proper ty is l isted 
fo r sale for $ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 . In I 9 9 2 , the year 
of Neut ra 's centenary, local concern over 
the cond i t i o n o f the house led to a feature 

article m the Brownsville Herald by 
reporter Roberto C. Gonzalez, which 
precip i tated stories in Texas Architect, 
Architecture, and the N a t i o n a l Trust for 
H is to r i c Preservation's newspaper. 
Historic ['reservation News. Brownsv i l le 
preservat ion act iv ist T . Ashley Gon/ . i l cs 
and the city 's heritage of f icer , M a r k 
L u n d , have m o n i t o r e d the cond i t i o n o f 
the house, w h i c h is n o w vacant , w i n d o w -
less, and unsecured. I his spr ing , 
Brownsv i l le architect Rober to Ru iz . 
president of the Lower R io Grande 
Valley (. haptcr of the Amer ican Inst i tute 
o l Archi tects, ar ranged fo r measurements 
o f the house to be taken . Un ivers i t j o l 
I I l lus ion arch i tecture student Dav id 
I'ayne, w h o was invo lved in the measur-
ing , p roduced these d raw ings , w h i c h 
describe the present appearance o f the 
Kraigher I louse, one of the most 
signif icant w o r k s o f mode rn archi tecture 
in Texas. 

Stephen Pox 

nr JLT 

ID 

North elevation. 
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Cross section (Z - Z). 
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Second-floor plan. 
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First-floor plan. 


